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ARTS FOR ALL OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN engages, 
empowers, and inspires people of all abilities from the 
Grand Traverse region with interactive experiences, both 

artistic and cultural, while providing opportunities for 
personal growth and learning.

To create is an essential part 
of the human experience. It 
removes boundaries, allows 
expression, and enables 
universal communication. To 
create is to be human, and 
it MUST be accessible for 
everyone. 

When you support Arts for All, you make 
creativity possible for people of ALL abilities. 
I hope you’ll join us sometime to meet our 
talented artists, and see our specialized 
programs firsthand. Our programs consist of 

many pieces, and your individual support makes 
each one successful. 

In our five-county region, there are approximately 
29,000 individuals with disabilities, and we’re 
on a mission to make art accessible to them 
all. Thank you for your support to date and for 
considering a continuing or new partnership. 
You make the difference. We look forward to 
growing, inspiring, and creating together!

Grace Hudson 
Executive Director

2   ARTS FOR ALL OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN



WHERE WE’VE BEEN 

For nearly 20 years, we’ve been creating opportunities 
for people of all abilities to access arts and culture. Our 
mission first took shape as a chapter of Very Special Arts, 
a national program with a similar mission. After some 
time, we transitioned our services to the Grand Traverse 
chapter of Artists Creating Together, a similar organization 
based in Grand Rapids. Just over two years ago, we 
established our own 501(c)(3), Arts for All of Northern 
Michigan, in order to best serve our region. Currently, we 
are serving more than 2,500 people with disabilities in 
the Grand Traverse area, and we’ve become the largest 
nonprofit arts organization in northern Michigan bringing 
together artists, teachers, and students with disabilities. 
We wouldn’t be where we are today without the support of 
the generous sponsors you’ll see in this catalog. But we’re 
just getting started.

WHERE WE’RE GOING 

29,000. That’s the number of people with disabilities 
in the five-county region. Approximately 67 schools, 
roughly 100 adult foster care homes, and about 29,000 
families—many without accessible art and culture 
programs for their students, residents, and family 
members. By 2022, we plan to successfully expand our 
programs into all four surrounding counties in the region, 
including Antrim, Benzie, Kalkaska, and Leelanau. By using 
Grand Traverse as a model, and focusing on an individual 
county each year, we are confident that we will be able to 
provide arts and culture opportunities for all individuals 
with disabilities, closing the gap in accessible arts and 
culture. This expansion will culminate in the purchase or 
construction of our very own A4A studio. We dream of 
a place that has the welcoming nature of home and the 
unlimited opportunities of freedom. We won’t stop until 
that dream is a reality for our participants. 

WILL YOU JOIN OUR FORCE FOR GOOD?
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INDEX OF PROGRAMS PUPPET OUTREACH

PUPPET OUTREACH 
 
ART ESCAPES 
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ACCESS JR. 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

SPECIAL EVENTS & PROJECTS

MARKETING TOOLKIT

FUND DEVELOPMENT CATALYST

STUDIO

GENERAL GIVING FUND

Kids on the Block, a nationally 
acclaimed puppet program, engages 
elementary students to teach them 
about disability awareness, as well 
as healthy habits, bullying, water 
safety, and more. This program 
has served us well for many years 
and has proven to be effective, 
but unfortunately is no longer 
nationally operational. To continue 
this educational program, we need to purchase the new educational 
puppet resource, PACER Puppets. The PACER Center is a “champion 
for children with disabilities,” and provides resources for families 
of children with disabilities. The PACER Puppets are just one of the 
center’s many successful programs, and share the same mission as 
Kids on the Block. PACER programs “Count Me In” and “Kids Against 
Bullying” cover the same topics we’ve been teaching for 19 years, and 
we hope to continue this program with your help. 

GOAL: $8,600 
FUND ONE NEW PUPPET KIT: $5,000

Programs are not required to be funded in full, although that is an 
option. We appreciate a sponsorship that is the best fit for you!
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ART ESCAPES ACCESS

Each winter, 
local artists 
plan specially 
designed art 
experiences for 
students with 
disabilities–
both in special 
education 
classrooms 
and in the 
community. These programs are often the only art available 
to these students throughout the school year. Experiences 
include pottery, performing arts, martial arts, music, and 
more. Art Escapes has become a highly anticipated and 
effective program for these students, and we are ready to 
grow it to the surrounding counties. Will you help us expand 
our reach?

ACCESS is a monthly 
social outing program 
to local art and cultural 
events for teens and 
adults with disabilities and 
their peers, ages 16 and 
older. This program takes 
our participants to see 
local shows, experiment at 
local music studios, create 
their own pieces of art, and more. Through this program, we 
also host quarterly dances at the Elk’s Lodge. We’re ready 
to expand ACCESS into our surrounding counties, but we 
need your help. In addition to financial support, we welcome 
partnerships and local connections to expand our program 
possibilities. Please contact us for more information on 
becoming a local ACCESS partner.

GOAL: $11,700 
FUND ONE 4-6 WEEK ARTIST RESIDENCY: $2,000

GOAL: $8,700 
FUND ONE ACCESS DANCE: $300 
FUND ONE ACCESS OUTING: $200

“I think the dances are 
great. Mel loves it. I 

think it’s wonderful that 
there’s somewhere where 
everyone is welcome, safe, 

and has a good time.”  
~Colleen Berger,  

mother of Melanie Berger
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

A recent partnership with SOS Learning Lab, a tutoring 
center for students with invisible disabilities, has resulted 
in an Adaptive Exploratory Martial Arts Program for a small 
group of students. Akido instructor Bogdan Heretoiu leads 
students through peacemaking principles as a weekly 
artistic processing opportunity.

We’ve identified a need for an ongoing, adaptive class, such 
as yoga, dance fitness, or drumming. In addition to your 
financial support, we are also seeking recommendations 
for instructors and spaces. Contact us if you’d like to make 
a recommendation or if you’re interested in a partnership. 
With your help, we will launch a semester-long class or 
classes as early as spring 2018! 

GOAL: $3,925 PER SEMESTER /  
$15,700 FOR A FULL YEAR

GOAL: $3,925 PER SEMESTER /  
$15,700 FOR A FULL YEAR

SOS Martial Arts Workshop

Ongoing Adaptive Class

ACCESS JR.

Our original ACCESS 
program has been so 
successful that we 
have set our sights 
on offering a similar 
program to elementary 
and middle school 
students in the region. 
Like its namesake, 
ACCESS Jr. will provide 
monthly outings to 
local art and culture 
events for children with 
disabilities and their 
families and peers. With 
your help, we hope to 
launch this program in 
summer 2018.

GOAL: $8,700 
FUND ONE ACCESS JR. QUARTERLY EVENT: $300 

FUND ONE ACCESS JR. OUTING: $200
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SPECIAL EVENTS & PROJECTS

Our biggest fundraiser, the Spring Celebration is the culmination of the 
year’s art experiences! The interactive day-long festival explores friendship, 
understanding, and learning through the arts for students of all abilities. 
Students share their creations from the Art Escapes workshops, perform for 
their peers, and explore new art forms. The event culminates in an evening 
of performances by local artists and A4A participants, as well as a silent 
auction and refreshments. We couldn’t make this event happen without our 
sponsors! Will you help us present this year’s fantastic community event?

The Fall Luncheon is our chance to financially jumpstart the coming year! Each fall, we host our supporters and their 
networks for a catered luncheon. You’ll learn about our exciting plans for growth, our sponsorship needs, and the 
highlights of the past year. You’ll even get the opportunity to hear about A4A’s impact on the community from a parent or 
participant! Dollars raised at this event are used to fund and expand our adaptive art programs.

GOAL: $13,700 (PLEASE SEE SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS) 
SPONSOR TWO ART WORKSHOPS: $500

GOAL: $11,700 (PLEASE SEE SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS) 
SPONSOR ONE TABLE: $1,000

Spring Celebration

Fall Luncheon
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MARKETING TOOLKIT

With our expansion plan comes the need for expanded 
marketing efforts. This kit includes things like our web 
and social media administration, print, design, and flyer 
expenses, an event tent, A4A goods, and more. 

FUND DEVELOPMENT CATALYST

Our executive director and board put a vast amount of time 
and effort into growing A4A, but we have identified the need 
for a fund development intern or specialist. With your help, 
this person will help us expand our donor reach, improve our 
donor relations, and investigate new funding opportunities. 

GOAL: $11,600 
PROVIDE PERSONALIZED TENT FROM TENTCRAFT: $1,000 

PROVIDE A SEMESTER INTERN: $1,500

GOAL: $5,000-$20,000  
(RANGE BASED ON EXPERIENCE LEVEL AND TIME CONTRACTED) 

PROVIDE A SEMESTER INTERN: $1,500
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A4A STUDIO

Every artist needs a studio, and we are beginning the 
process of seeking a home of our own. While we search for 
the best fit for us, we are working hard to set aside funds to 
make this studio a reality when the time comes. This studio 
will be centrally located in the Grand Traverse area, and 
will provide a space for us to provide even more programs. 
It will also provide a much needed collaborative meeting, 
accessible storage, and administrative space.

GENERAL GIVING FUND

Want to support our mission overall? We welcome 
sponsors who would like to be a part of every program! Your 
contribution will be used to support or expand programs 
and meet the associated needs. Memorial or Donations in 
Honor can also be made here! Your memorial donation will 
be featured in a giving gallery on our website.



10   ARTS FOR ALL OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

We are happy to customize a sponsorship to fit your needs. Benefits inclusion to subject deadlines. All benefits expire 1 year from the donation 
date. Sponsorships are tax deductible. Arts for All of Northern Michigan is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, tax ID number 47-3509588. Your 
sponsorship is tax deductible up to the maximum extent allowed by law. At A4A, we do our very best to use as much of your generous donation as 

possible toward programming, however up to 33 percent of donations may be used towards administrative costs.  
Please contact Grace Hudson at 231-947-1278 or email grace@artsforallnmi.org with any questions.

Programs are not required to be funded in full, although that is an option. We appreciate a sponsorship that is the best fit for you!

Presenting 
Sponsor

($10,000 +)

Creativity 
Sponsor
($5,000)

Imagination 
Sponsor
($1,000)

Friend
($500)

Logo on our BATA Bus (deadline Oct. 15, 2017)

Recognition in all event advertising Logo (large) 
Radio & TV mentions

Logo (medium)-
event specific

Name-
event specific

Social Media Spotlight with link to sponsor site  
event specific

 
event specific

 
event specific

Logo on any promotional products  
(Size of product may affect amount of logos available;

priority given in the following order.)
Logo (large) Logo (medium)-

event specific
Name-

event specific

Logo displayed on our website Logo (large) Logo (medium) Name Name

Signage at event registrations  
event specific

Your logo at a puppet show and on all materials All shows 1 show per month 4 shows per year 1 show per year

Emcee mentions at annual fundraising events

Spring Celebration complimentary tickets 8 6 4 2

E-newsletter ad space Monthly Bi-Monthly Quarterly Annually



With additional support from: 
Vincent E. Estes Trust 
Donald & Susan Schmuckal 
Mariel Foundation 
Swiat Foundation 
Ann Freckleton 
Deninge Dingeman 
Dale & Debra Colaianni 
Nick & Lois Edson
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2016/2017 SPONSORS

“You can make other people happy with the gift that you make. It makes me feel happy  
to show your parents or your siblings that what you made came from your heart!” 

~Max Dingeman, Participant & Volunteer




